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custodian as the head of the Greek Orthodox
Church, while France insisted on controlling the
holy places on behalf of Latin Christendom. But
although Russia and France had snarled over
this question on several occasions, probably
neither would have fought about it. When, how-
ever, Russia made her demand for a protectorate
over the Greek Orthodox Christians in the Otto-
man Empire., and threatened the Turks, France
was loud in her protests.
Louis Napoleon was on the throne. After the
flight of Louis Philippe in 1848, a republic had
been set up in France, with Louis Napoleon,
nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte, as president. At
the end of 1851, he carried through his famous
coup fetati ar*d ruled as the dictator of France.
Dictators who do not feel wholly safe on their
thrones have a tendency towards war, and Louis
Napoleon was glad of a chance to turn the atten-
tion of his people to a foreign field of battle,
especially one in which he felt very confident of
victory if he fought side by side with England,
To England, however, France was the ancient
enemy who must be watched at all costs, and
there was keen distaste for any alliance with the
French. Louis Napoleon was cordially detested
in England ; the brutal measures he had taken
against his political opponents, the massacres in
Paris for which he was responsible, had been
severely condemned, and Lord Palmerston, the
Foreign Secretary of the time, had been dismissed
from the Cabinet for acknowledging the murderer,